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Has extremely weak protections (8 states)

Has strong protections in all five categories (no states)

Has many gaps and weaknesses (14 states & the District of Columbia)

Has weak protections (23 states & the Virgin Islands)

Has strong protections in most categories (5 states & Puerto Rico)
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MAP 1   Overall Ratings: The Strength of State 
Protections for Family Finances
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Protects only the federal minimum (12 states)

Protects at least $1,000 per week or bans wage garnishment for most debts (5 states)

Protects at least the poverty level for family of 4 (for 2024 this would be $600) (7 states & the District of Columbia)

Protects at least $300/wk (half of a C grade) (25 states, Puerto Rico, & the Virgin Islands)

Protects at least $800 per week (1 state)
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MAP 2   State Protection of Wages
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Provides little or no protection for the family home (19 states)

Protects the family home regardless of value, or protects a median-priced home in the state  
(14 states, the District of Columbia, & Puerto Rico)

Protects a home worth 50% to 74% of state median price (5 states & the Virgin Islands)

Protects a home worth 25% to 49% of state median price (11 states)

Protects a home worth 75% to 99% of state median price (1 state)
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MAP 3   Protection of the Family Home
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Protects a car worth less than $5,000 (13 states & the Virgin Islands)

Protects a car worth at least $20,000 (4 states & Puerto Rico)

Protects a car worth between $10,000 and $14,999 (8 states & the District of Columbia)

Protects a car worth between $5,000 and $9,999 (18 states)

Protects a car worth between $15,000 and $19,999 (7 states)
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MAP 4   State Protection of Family Car
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Protects less than $500 in  a bank account (19 states, Puerto Rico, & the Virgin Islands)

Protects at least $12,000 ($3000 if self-executing) in a bank account (2 states)

Protects at least At least $1000 ($500 if self-executing) in a bank account (16 states & the District of Columbia)

Protects at least $500 (any amount if self-executing) (3 states)

Protects at least $5,000 ($1000 if self-executing) in a bank account (10 states)
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MAP 5   Protection of Family Bank Accounts

* The protections in CA, CT, NV, 
MD, MA, NM, NY, OR and WA are 
particularly strong because they 
are explicitly made self-executing.
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Protects household goods worth less than $7,000 (26 states & the Virgin Islands)

Protects all necessary household goods (8 states & Puerto Rico)

Protects household goods worth between $13,000 $16,999 (3 states)

Protects household goods worth between $7,000 and $12,999 (10 states & the District of Columbia)

Protects household goods worth $17,000 or more (3 states)
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MAP 6   Protection of Family Household Goods
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